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pour out the tea and reassure nervous newcomers.   So
Mrs, Arnold grew to be an essential part of the Arnold system.

She seemed to enjoy it, too. Ambitious friends wrote to
complain of his Boeotian retirement and reprove him for
using a razor to cut blocks with in his Lilliputian academy
for the sons of gentlemen. But he wrapped himself in the
deep felicity of Laleham, revelled in unlimited opportunities
to bathe and go for endless rambles and wear old clothes or
indulge in wild gymnastics, or revealed that " both M. and
myself are so entirely happy." Yet when the time came to
make a change, his family tastes played a decisive part once
more. One is so accustomed to the vision of Arnold steering
exclusively by the chilly star of education that it is strange
to see him positively refuse a mastership at Winchester, and
stranger still to see him accept Rugby on the purest grounds
of family advantage. " We had married/' as Mary faith-
fully records, " with a considerable debt, which about this
time we contrived to pay off, but our expenses were in-
creasingly faster than our income, and when all had been
well weighed, it was decided to stand for Rugby/' There
were the children now; and their education seemed likely to
cost more than a lifetime of parlour-boarders could ever earn
for him at Laleham. So he put in for Rugby.

Yet his motives were not all prudential. The work drew
him, too, though his eye for country was sadly offended by
the indecent nudity of Warwickshire after the rich decor of
Staines, Was not education his main business in life ?
And not his alone. For he had come to think of Mary as his
fellow-worker in the vineyard. She was thirty-eight, of
course ; and to thirty-three the maturity of thirty-eight can
never play the part of Dora, of the girl-wife, of the docile
hand that merely holds the pens and strokes the heated
brow. Besides, she played her part. Was not her drawing-
room itself a formidable portion of his educational
apparatus ? Writing to a friend in the weeks following his
election, he announced that " both M, and myself, I think,
are well inclined to commence our work/' How many